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The Marching Indians traveled to Jacksonville, Alabama this past Saturday to participate in the inaugural Contest of Champions hosted by the Marching Southerners (the marching band of Jacksonville State University).  The award winning Marching Indians once again displayed their talent by turning in a fine performance in the preliminary round of the contest.  The MCHS students earned “superior” ratings for the drum majors, percussion, and majorettes, earned an “excellent” rating for colorguard, and earned a “superior” for the overall band score.  The Marching Indians placed 1st in class AAA in the category of drum majors, 2nd for majorettes, and 2nd in class for overall band.  From a field of 25 outstanding bands from Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee, the Marching Indians placed 6th overall, earning them one of the 12 spots in the final round.  In an electrifying late night performance, the Marching Indians moved past Woodstock to finish in 5th place in the final round.
The Contest of Champions is a new event sponsored by the Marching Southerners.  In format, it is very similar to the highly competitive and strictly judged contests sponsored by the governing circuits of Drum Corps International and Bands of America.  In addition to caption style judging, the Contest of Champions utilizes a preliminaries and finals arrangement which allows the 12 bands with the highest scores to perform their show a second time.  This later performance requires the students to return to the field after a long day of traveling, performing, and watching but it also gives the finalist bands a chance to play under the lights in front of a larger, more energetic crowd.  The judging panel was comprised of ten leading authorities in the field of marching arts including internationally recognized composer Dr. Robert W. Smith and leading brass educator, Dr. Cameron Crotts (brass caption head of Spirit Drum and Bugle Corps and former instructor with Phantom Regiment Drum and Bugle Corps). 
This performance caps an outstanding season for the Marching Indians.  Throughout the football season, the Marching Indians have thrilled audiences at home and away with a patriotic salute entitled American Spirit: Courage, Devotion, Celebration.  In the past three weeks, the band students have been joined by cadets from the MCHS JROTC program.  These students, under the supervision of Colonel Mike Plivinsky and Sgt. Pat Gainey, have escorted and deployed the stunning American Flag which features so prominently in the closing moments of the show.  The staff and students of the Indian Band are deeply grateful for the assistance of the cadets and their instructors for adding such a fitting touch to their patriotic tribute to our men and women in uniform.
