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MARCHING INDIANS TAKE TOP HONORS AT GOLDEN RIVER MARCHING COMPETITION

On Saturday, October 18, the Murray County High School Marching Indians traveled to Haralson County High School to compete in the 13th annual Golden River Marching Festival and Competition.  Out of a field of 23 high school bands from Georgia and Alabama, the Marching Indians placed 1st in class AAA and 1st in the Gold division (classes AAA/AAAA/and Open) earning the overall Grand Championship.  In addition to earning all superior ratings and the coveted first place award over larger bands such as Hiram, Gordon Lee, and Rome, the Marching Indians also earned numerous awards in specialty categories.  The drum majors earned 1st place in class AAA and 1st place in the gold division, the Colorguard earned 1st place in class AAA and 2nd place in the gold division, the Majorettes earned 1st place in class AAA and 1st place in the gold division, and the percussion section earned 2nd place in class AAA and 3rd place in the gold division.  The Marching Indians were assisted in their patriotic show by cadets of the MCHS JROTC program and JROTC commanders Sgt. Pat Gainey and Col. Mike Plivinsky.
The 2008 Marching Indians have enjoyed outstanding student leadership this season; in addition to drum majors Ashley Hooker and Stephanie McCarsky, the various section leaders, captains, and seniors have made great efforts to assist other students in preparing for this year’s performances.  These students have been a big part of the drive and motivation to bring the band’s performance to this level.
This year’s production for the Marching Indians is entitled American Spirit: Courage, Devotion, Celebration.  This show pays tribute to the sacrifice and bravery of our men and women in uniform who serve the needs of our country and fight to protect our liberty and safety.  The three movements of the show are American Salute (When Johnny Comes Marching Home), Amazing Grace, and Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy.  The show was arranged by Justin Williams with percussion writing by Steve Smith, and the drill design was by Jonathan Adams.  The band is directed by Mike Weaver, Jonathan Adams, and Angie Stafford and the guard is instructed by Donna Weaver and Dusty Smith.  The majorette instructor is Diana Gibson, and the percussion instructor is Steve Smith assisted by Craig Cochran.  Kayla Bartley and Traci Smith are regular volunteer tech instructors with the guard.
This coming Saturday, October 25, the Marching Indians will travel to Jacksonville, Alabama to compete in Jacksonville State University’s Contest of Champions
